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ROE HIGHWAY STAGE 8 — ABORIGINAL CULTURAL MATERIAL COMMITTEE 

1116. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 

I refer to question without notice 922. 

(1) What was the basis for the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee rejecting Main Roads’ application 
for section 18 approval on Roe 8, given that no sites were required to be assessed for this notice? 

(2) What archaeological or ethnographic information specifically changed between the February 2013 and 
June 2015 ACMC meetings that reversed the February 2013 meeting resolution? 

(3) What advice was received that changed the view or decision-making process by the ACMC in respect 
of the archaeological or ethnographic importance of the area and from whom was that information 
provided? 

(4) Is an archaeological test pit in one location to the depth of 20 centimetres considered sufficient to 
validate the status of DAA 3296? 

(5) Will the minister table resolution ID 2011/236? 

(6) If no to (5), why not? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question, and as always I give a very thorough response. 

(1) The Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee does not reject applications under section 18 of the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972, it makes recommendations—for the eighth time. At the time, and based 
on the information available to it, the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee recommended consent 
not be granted. I want to make sure that the honourable member understands that it is the ACMC that 
makes the recommendation; it is not DAA. 

Hon Robin Chapple interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: The member keeps on asking the same question. The answer continues — 

(2)–(4) In 2014, staff from the Department of Aboriginal Affairs undertook a field visit to the 
two archaeological sites on the land and concluded that any objects previously found had been removed 
in the course of the roadwork. The field visit report was provided to the Aboriginal Cultural Material 
Committee for consideration. 

The Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee also received historical documents held by the department 
on DAA 3296. This included information on a series of investigations at the site, dating back to 1973, 
that affirm the most recent assessment conducted by the department. The site was originally recorded in 
1973 by R. Stranger. Approximately 2 000 artefacts were collected in 1974 by R. Stranger and stored at 
the Western Australian Museum. Surveys undertaken in 1996, 1997 and again in 2000 confirmed that 
the entire assemblage had been collected. The Roe Highway extension project follows the route of an 
existing road. 

The Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee also considered information provided by the applicant that 
outlined that a number of measures would be implemented to ensure that impacts to the cultural values 
of the wetlands would be minimised. 

All information received and comments from stakeholders were considered by the Aboriginal Cultural 
Material Committee in making its recommendation. 

(5) Yes. I have the information in tabular form and I seek leave to have it incorporated into Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
The following material was incorporated — 
3.4 Minister for Lands for the State of Western Australia and the City of Cockburn on behalf of the City of Cockburn - 

Activities relating to the management of conservation and recreation as per the City’s Management Plan (11/0969) 
3.4.1 Site Assessment 
 

Item 
No. DIA # Site Name Site Type 

Decision 

s5 s39(2) Access 
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Sites to be reassessed by ACMC: 

1 3293 Bibra Lake Artefact scatter Not a Site 

2 3296 Hope Road Swamp/ 
Bibra Lake Artefact Scatter Insufficient Information 

3 4107 Bibra Lake North Artefact Scatter a c Open 

Sites newly reported to be assessed by ACMC: 

1 30574 NOON10_SMS_001 Modified Tree Not a Site 

The Committee concurred with the Departmental site assessment recommendations. 
 

RESOLUTION 2011/236 
The Committee resolved to recommend that site assessments listed at Table AA2 of Appendix AA be confirmed and endorsed. 

CARRIED 
RESOLUTION (2011/236) 
Table AA2 
 

(6) Not applicable. 
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